
Gordon’s passion 
for art has been a 
labour of love

Gordon Brown director of Browns Gallery.                                                                                                                                         
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Director of Browns Gallery, Gordon Brown, usually lets the art do the talking but 
says opening his gallery in Inverness is one of his proudest achievements
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Farmer Jones
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Q How would you 
describe your 

business to a stranger?

A Browns is a 
contemporary Scottish 

art gallery, specialising in 
picture framing. We also 
provide advice to collectors 
at all stages; from investing 
and curating a collection to 
framing and conservation, 
we are literally a one-stop-
shop for all things art. One 
advantage of running a 
gallery is that the works on 
the wall tend to do most of 
the talking, and I like to take 
a backseat and allow it to 
do so. 

Q What inspired you to 
start the business?

A I graduated from 
Glasgow School of Art 

in the early 90s and I found 
myself unemployed, trying 
to take my first tentative 
steps as an artist. It wasn’t 
easy to satisfy the job centre 
that an artist was indeed 
a reasonable attempt at a 
career path. 

However, I was 
encouraged to sign up for 
an enterprise allowance and 
the Prince’s Scottish Youth 
Business Trust (PSYBT). If 
anything, it was this group 
of young people from all 
walks of life, that inspired 
me to want to succeed.

Q How has your 
business developed?

A Initially, I concentrated 
on being a picture 

framing and restoration 
business. In May 1993, I 
opened the gallery and 
workshop in Tain. We 
were lucky enough to 
work closely with some 
illustrious names such as 
John Bellany, John Byrne, 
Steven Campbell, Adrian 
Wizsniewski and Neil 
MacPherson. 

This year we opened the 
Inverness gallery on Castle 
Street. The project has been 
a real labour of love and a 
test of my own desire and 
commitment. I believe 
that we’ve delivered a 

unique gallery space for the 
Highlands, one the city can 
be proud of.

Q What are your plans to 
develop your business 

in the future?

A The Scottish Highlands 
is full of talented visual 

artists. This year we have 
embarked on a program of 
exciting new exhibitions. 
The intention is to promote 
and showcase the very best 
artistic talent throughout 
both Tain and Inverness. We 
have developed our online 
presence (@browns-gallery 
on Instagram) and hope 
that this will prove valuable 
in keeping people informed 
of the shows that are 
happening in both galleries. 

Q What lessons have 
you learnt from your 

time in business?

A Enjoy what you do. 
Putting in the long 

hours is definitely easier if 
it’s something you enjoy. 
You have to be prepared to 
work long hours while not 
necessarily getting paid for 
it. Value your time and use it 
wisely... maybe don’t always 
answer that phone when 

it rings. It is never too late 
to learn from those around 
you, no matter their age or 
history.

Q What’s your vision for 
Inverness city centre?

A Ultimately, I hope for 
a more confident city, 

one that prides itself in 
representing all of its voices. 
It is already a beautiful 
place, but for people to 
return we need to be at our 
best, welcoming and adding 
value to their experiences. 
That pride in our city should 
be reflected in the buildings 
and the quality of what we 
offer the visitor. 

Q Can you tell us 
something interesting 

about yourself?

A The gallery in Inverness 
is possibly one of the 

achievements that I am 
most proud of. There were 
times during the project 
when it looked impossible 
to move forward, I thought 
it might just get the better of 
me. I am grateful to all that 
helped and supported along 
the way. To a degree, this 
is represented by the list of 
names at the front door.
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Whisky expert 
is celebrating 
first anniversary

Ferit Gur is 
the owner 
of Highland 
Whisky 
Shop.

Sometimes it is our 
people who are the 
greatest asset of all 

‘I see a bright future for Inverness,’ says Ferit Gur, owner of Highland Whisky 
Shop

By Lorraine 
Bremner 
McBride
Inverness BID 
director
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FIRSTLY, a very 
warm welcome 
to the businesses 
based in the 
newly renovated 

part of the Victorian Market 
in Inverness and who will 
start trading this week.

This initiative has 
brought in much-needed 
investment to the city 
centre, looks incredible 
and we wish all who are 
involved every success.

Speaking of investment, 
sometimes it is our people 
who are the greatest asset 
of all.

This was demonstrated 
by the announced 
collaboration by the Pub 
Watch group that 15-plus 
city centre venues will host 
the free, grassroots NC50 
Music Fest on October 26 
and 27.

The event will showcase 
and celebrate our local 
live music scene #NC50 
#invernessloveslive

This venture shows one 
of the ways that our city 
centre businesses, and the 
people behind them, invest 

in, and help to enhance and 
sustain our communities.

It shows this while also 
providing the employment, 
goods and services we all 
need.

Household incomes 
are set to become more 
stretched.

Where and how we 
choose to spend our money 
will have a greater potential 
impact than it has ever 
before.

Together, by supporting 
locally based businesses, 
when and if you can 
(be they national or 
independent) we invest 
in each other, support 
our local economy and 
we strengthen our local 
connections as a result. 
#invernessloveslocal

Q How would you 
describe your 

business to a stranger?

A Highland Whisky Shop 
in Castle Street is a local 

specialist in quality Scotch 
malt whisky and Scottish 
craft gins. We carry a stock 
of more than 300 single 
malts and 30 gins displayed 
in categories around the 
walls of our spacious, 
refurbished premises. It 
makes browsing easy – and 
a pleasure. 

Whisky is my passion. 
I run the shop with my 
wife Sila and I’m available 
to give advice and 
recommendations from 
my years of experience 
in the drinks industry to 
customers looking for a 
special gift or celebrating a 
special occasion.

We work directly with 
small and medium-sized 
distilleries in the Highlands 
and Islands and several 
distribution companies 
which supply a larger 
portfolio of brands.

We have a tasting 
station where drams 
can be sampled from a 
selection of our bottles. I 
can tell customers about 
the distilleries, whisky 
production, which types of 
casks are used and share my 
knowledge to guide them 
through the range of malts 
available.

Some customers also ask 
about buying whisky as an 
investment and I can advise 
them on what to look for 
and what to avoid.

Q What inspired you to 
start the business?

A I love malt whisky and it 
was always my dream to 

open a shop dedicated to it.
I am originally from 

Istanbul in Turkey and 
came to England to study 
and worked in marketing for 
almost 10 years. I also went 
into business in the drinks 
industry, initially importing 
wines to the UK. I went 
back to Turkey in 2009 and 
started my own company 

importing Scotch malt 
whisky which was growing 
in popularity. My wife and 
I returned to the UK in 
2018 to build a new life in 
Scotland and I worked as 
a business consultant to 
distillery companies and 
built up a strong network. 

We moved to Inverness 
just before the pandemic 
lockdowns and used that 
time to develop our plan 
for the whisky shop which 
opened in September last 
year.

Q How has your 
business developed?

A We are celebrating 
our first anniversary 

this month. We invested 
heavily in expanding our 
product range and a major 
refurbishment of the shop 
with a completely new 
interior.

Q How are you moving 
forward post the 

Covid-19 pandemic?

A After a busy start, 
the end of last year 

was quiet because of the 
Omicron variant. But since 
the end of March business 
has grown with a local 
customer base developing 
and lots of visitors coming 
to town looking for some 
interesting whiskies which 
they cannot find at home. 
It enabled us to employ two 
part-time staff.

Q What is your vision for 
Inverness city centre?

A I see a bright future 
for Inverness. Major 

investments including the 
castle project, a whisky 
distillery and brewery, and 
large hotels will be offer 
more to encourage visitors 
to stay longer in the city 
centre as an alternative to 
other attractions in the area. 

In turn, this will hopefully 
create more restaurants, 
bars and trendy coffee 
shops and independent, 
authentic shops like 
ourselves serving both 
the visitors and the locals 
throughout the year.

Q What lessons have 
you learned from your 

time in business?

A I had always worked 
with the trade but 

now for the first time I am 
directly involved with the 
customers. 

I have learned the 
importance of giving good 
quality service to everyone 
coming into our shop as we 
are different from other off-
licences and supermarkets 
because we give lots of 
recommendations. Offering 
the right malts is critical and 
experience is vital.

Q Can you tell us 
something interesting 

about yourself? 

A I started wild swimming 
this summer – it is very 

unusual for a Turkish guy to 
do in these temperatures, 
but it is good for your 
mental health. 

I do not use a wetsuit but 
swim in my trunks – but 
maybe not when winter 
comes!
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WorkNest: A genuine 
extension of your team

WorkNest’s fixed-fee Employment 
Law and HR advisory service gives 
you access to your own small team of 
legal and HR professionals, making 
managing workforce matters much 
easier.

• Unlimited advice and support from 
qualified experts, who will get to 
know your business and integrate 
into your existing operations

• A truly personalised approach, 
guaranteeing tailored, consistent 
advice, and the best possible 
outcomes for you

• Advice you can trust – our team 
are recommended by The Legal 
500 and have over 1,500 years’ 
combined experience

Have one less thing to worry 
about in 2022, visit worknest.com 
or call us on 0345 226 8393.

BUsiness neWs in association with
sign up to receive the 

Digital version of executive.

Accessible 
Anytime, Anywhere.
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BUsiness neWs in association with
sign up to receive the 

Digital version of executive.

Accessible 
Anytime, Anywhere.

Fiosrachadh agus tiogaidean
Information and tickets

D U A L C H A S  N A N  G À I D H E A L  •  C E L E B R A T I N G  H I G H L A N D  C U L T U R E

DIHAOINE 1 SULTAIN  /  FRIDAY 1 SEPTEMBER

Fèisean nan Gàidheal in 
partnership with  

The Highland Council 

DISATHAIRNE 2 SULTAIN  /  SATURDAY 2 SEPTEMBER

7:30PM  /  INVERNESS CATHEDRAL 8:30PM  /  GLENGARRY COMMUNITY HALL, 
INVERGARRY

with Séamus & Caoimhe Uí Fhlatharta, 
Jenna Cumming, Peigi & Donaidh Barker  

and Binneas

Cuirm Fosglaidh / Opening Concert Cèilidh-Dance with

Robert Nairn Trio & Ruairidh Gray

DILUAIN 4 SULTAIN  /  MONDAY 4 SEPTEMBER DIHAOINE 8 SULTAIN  /  FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER

7:30PM  /  NAIRN COMMUNITY & ARTS CENTRE 7:30PM  /  CROY VILLAGE HALL

with Megan Henderson, Hamish Napier,  
Innes Watson, Iain MacFarlane & Su-a Le

plus Làirig and Fèis Inbhir Narainn

Lèirsinn - Ewen Henderson
with Anna Murray, 

Anna-Wendy Stevenson, Hannah Moule,  
Ingrid Henderson & Maggie Rigby

An Tinne feat. Anne Martin


