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LTAIN | SRTURDRY 2 SEPTEMBER

NGARRY COMMUNITY HALL,
INVERGARRY

ilidh-Dance with

mTrio & Ruairidh Gray

LTRIN | FRIDRY 8 SEPTEMBER
CROY UILLAGE HALL

feat. Anne Martin

th Anna Murray,
Stevenson, Hannah Moule,
derson & Maggie Righy

Feisean nan Gaidheal in
partnership with
The Highland Council
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> taic bho
hord na
aidhlig

How would you
Qdescribe your
business to a stranger?

Brownsisa

contemporary Scottish
art gallery, specialising in
picture framing. We also
provide advice to collectors
at all stages; from investing
and curating a collection to
framing and conservation,
we are literally a one-stop-
shop for all things art. One
advantage of running a
gallery is that the works on
the wall tend to do most of
the talking, and I like to take
a backseat and allow it to
do so.

What inspired you to

start the business?

I graduated from

Glasgow School of Art
in the early 90s and I found
myself unemployed, trying
to take my first tentative
steps as an artist. It wasn’t
easy to satisfy the job centre
that an artist was indeed
areasonable attempt at a
career path.

However, I was
encouraged to sign up for
an enterprise allowance and
the Prince’s Scottish Youth
Business Trust (PSYBT). If
anything, it was this group
of young people from all
walks of life, that inspired
me to want to succeed.

How has your
business developed?
Initially, I concentrated
on being a picture
framing and restoration
business. In May 1993, 1
opened the gallery and
workshop in Tain. We
were lucky enough to
work closely with some
illustrious names such as
John Bellany, John Byrne,
Steven Campbell, Adrian
Wizsniewski and Neil
MacPherson.

This year we opened the
Inverness gallery on Castle
Street. The project has been
areal labour of love and a
test of my own desire and
commitment. I believe
that we've delivered a

Gordon’s passion
for art has been a
labour of love

Director of Browns Gallery, Gordon Brown, usually lets the art do the talking but
says opening his gallery in Inverness is one of his proudest achievements

Gordon Brown director of Browns Gallery.
Picture: James Mackenzie

unique gallery space for the
Highlands, one the city can
be proud of.

What are your plans to

develop your business
in the future?

The Scottish Highlands

is full of talented visual
artists. This year we have
embarked on a program of
exciting new exhibitions.
The intention is to promote
and showcase the very best
artistic talent throughout
both Tain and Inverness. We
have developed our online
presence (@browns-gallery
on Instagram) and hope
that this will prove valuable
in keeping people informed
of the shows that are
happening in both galleries.

What lessons have

you learnt from your
time in business?

Enjoy what you do.

Putting in the long
hours is definitely easier if
it’s something you enjoy.
You have to be prepared to
work long hours while not
necessarily getting paid for
it. Value your time and use it
wisely... maybe don’t always
answer that phone when

itrings. It is never too late
to learn from those around
you, no matter their age or
history.

What'’s your vision for

Inverness city centre?

Ultimately, I hope for

a more confident city,
one that prides itself in
representing all of its voices.
It is already a beautiful
place, but for people to
return we need to be at our
best, welcoming and adding
value to their experiences.
That pride in our city should
be reflected in the buildings
and the quality of what we
offer the visitor.

Can you tell us

something interesting
about yourself?

The gallery in Inverness

is possibly one of the
achievements that I am
most proud of. There were
times during the project
when it looked impossible
to move forward, I thought
it might just get the better of
me. [ am grateful to all that
helped and supported along
the way. To a degree, this
is represented by the list of
names at the front door.



